
Sermon Notes

Study Guide Overview

In this sermon, we’re invited to consider what it means for the Church to be the Bride of Christ,

drawing from Revelation 21, Revelation 19, Ephesians 5, and other scriptures. Using personal

and humorous stories of wedding-day mishaps, the sermon highlights the importance of

preparation for a wedding. The comparison is drawn to the Church’s preparation for the

ultimate union with Jesus, our Bridegroom.

The term “Bride of Christ” refers not to individuals but to the Church as a whole—globally and

corporately. We are called to be holy and righteous, not by our efforts alone, but as a response

to Jesus' finished work and the ongoing transformation by the Holy Spirit.

In contrast to an individualistic world, the Church is called to interdependence, authenticity,

integrity, and accountability. When individual failures happen (like the Newsboys controversy),

they ripple through the entire body. The response must be grace-filled, redemptive, and rooted

in truth.

As the Bride, our preparation matters—not just spiritually, but communally. This preparation

involves:

Valuing authenticity: creating safe spaces to be real.

Valuing integrity: practicing what we preach.

Valuing accountability: inviting loving correction and support.

Ultimately, we are preparing together for the day when we will be presented to Christ,

beautifully dressed in righteousness.
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Sermon Notes
Small Group Questions/Discussions 

Going Deeper Into Scripture

1.Revelation 21:1–4 describes the New Jerusalem as a bride prepared for her husband. What strikes you

about this image? How does this influence your view of the Church’s role in God’s story?

2. Read Ephesians 5:25–27. What does this say about Christ’s relationship with the Church, and how does

it shape our understanding of holiness and preparation?

3. Revelation 19:7–9 speaks of the bride being given “fine linen” representing righteous acts. What do you

think this means for us practically as a community?

Community and Identity

4. The sermon emphasizes that “I am not the bride of Christ; we are.” How does this challenge   modern,

individualistic ideas of faith?

5. In what ways do you think your personal choices (spiritual, moral, relational) impact the wider church

community? Can you think of any examples, positive or negative?

6. How can we better reflect our collective identity as the Bride in our local church context? What needs to

change in our mindset or habits?

Living It Out: Authenticity, Integrity, Accountability

7. Authenticity requires vulnerability. What are the barriers to being vulnerable in church community?

How can we help remove those barriers for ourselves and others?

8. Integrity means aligning our actions with our words. Where do you see a gap between your professed

faith and daily living? What support would help you bridge that gap?

9. Accountability can be uncomfortable. Why do you think it’s often resisted? What are some healthy ways

to invite accountability into our lives?

10. Reflect on a time when someone held you accountable in love—or when you did the same for someone

else. How did that experience shape your spiritual growth?

Group Action

11. What’s one step your group can take this week to practice authenticity, integrity, or accountability

more deeply?

12. How can your group be more intentional about preparing together as the Bride of Christ? What would

it look like to pursue collective holiness?


